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What is Tot Time?

Tot Time is one of our favorite new
programs for young children and families!
This self-guided, drop-in program is perfect
for young ones not yet in school or ones
that are not yet comfortable sitting
through storytime.

The goals of Tot Time closely align with
those of storytime, including ECRR2,
socialization, and increasing knowledge of
library resources. By offering a free, open
space where parents and children can
interact, adults may feel less isolated and
learn of new ways the library can support
them.
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Supplies & Setup

What does Tot Time look like, and what is needed? For our
Tot Times, we typically set up our event room with different
stations that all children to pursue their interests at their
own pace. A typical Tot Time will have different types of
blocks, scarves, shaker eggs, Play-Doh, sensory balls,
stacking toys, salt trays, sensory stations Do-a-Dot markers,
trucks & cars, and of course books!
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Supplies & Setup

Many of the supplies described above had been
accumulated throughout the years in the Children's
Department, or are items that are used regularly in

storytimes such as the scarves and eggs.

It is recommended to set up chairs throughout the room
during Tot Time. This allows caregivers of all ages and
levels of ability to sit comfortably and keep an eye on
their child, while also giving them the opportunity to

socialize and connect with other adults. It is also
incredibly helpful to set up a table near the entrance that
holds necessities such as hand sanitizer, baby wipes, and
tissues, as well as calendars and flyers for upcoming
events.
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Librarian's Role

Now that we know what the room should look like and
include, what is the exact role of the librarian? Our Tot
Times always begin with a welcome song, such as | am
Special, followed by a few favorite fingerplays to get
everyone warmed up. This is normally followed by the
reading of a book, typically taking up about ten minutes.
Our Tot Times run from 10am-12pm once a week,
with families encouraged to come and go as they please.
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As the facilitator of this program, the librarian interacts
with both children and adults to promote library
resources and early literacy skills, as well as learning the
wants and needs of community members. This event can
take place in a large event room or a small children’'s
section, with the librarian's role ranging from passive to
active.

We cannot encourage this event enough! We hope you try
out your very own Tot Time at your library. For questions
or concerns, please contact the Cape May County Library
Children's Department and 609-463-6354 or by emailing
Children's Librarian Olivia Gorecke at
oliviagg@cmclibrary.org




